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DEPORTEES: One of the weirdest 
things happened today. I just found 
out that i am a German citizen. 

This is true. I'm not kidding. 

I'm still an American citizen, thank¬ 
fully, but i am also a German citizen. I 
have what they call "dual nationality." 

It amazes me that in all my life the 
possibility of this never was men¬ 
tioned, but yesterday, when my sister 
Letitia (who is studying classical music 
and wishes to obtain her master's 
degree in Germany) applied for an 
alien resident work permit, she was 
told she didn't need one because she 
is already a German citizen. 

Boy, did this set off the alarms at 
home! You see, my mother was born In 
Germany, and fled the country (first to 
England, then to Italy, and finally to 
America) during the Nazi era. For the 
usual obvious reasons. In 1945, before 
i was born, she was naturalized as an 
American citizen. Both my sister and i 
were raised as Americans, and i, as the 
older, was told many, many things 
which led me to distrust the German 
people. (And why not? —hadn’t they 
put my grandfather in Dachau?) (He 
was released through the intercession 
of highly-placed Aryan friends, thank 
god, before Hitler began the full-scale 
extermination of the Jews, and he and 
my grandmother settled in New York 
eventually... but my mother's cousin 
was not so lucky.) ' 

Well, it seems that what with all of 
the fleeing for her life my mother did, 
she never renounced her German citi¬ 
zenship. It was unilaterally revoked by 
the German Nazi government. And 
with that government since discred¬ 
ited, all their actions became invalid. 
Thus, to Germany, my mother is simply 
a citizen who has stayed away with¬ 
out renewing her 1935 passport. She 
need only apply at the local German 
consulate and-prestol-she'll be up 
to date on her paperwork and all will 
be well with the world. Due to the cir¬ 
cumstances under which she left, and 
tfie official German policy of atone¬ 
ment for past errors, they won't even 
make her file a late payment fee, i 
guess. 


Meanwhile, my sister and I have fti- 
herited German citizenship from her 
"as a birthright,” according to the U.S. 
State Department. And since Germany 
does not revoke one’s citizenship if 
one swears allegiance to another na¬ 
tion (as my mother did when she be¬ 
came an American), even her long resi¬ 
dence here and herU.S. citizenshipdo 
not conflict with her previous status, in 
the eyes of German law. 

Now, the U.S., as is well known, de¬ 
mands an oath of allegiance from 
naturalized citizens, and will revoke 
even a native-born person's citizen¬ 
ship if said person swears allegiance to 
a foreign power—but Germany re¬ 
quires no oath of allegiance from its 
native born citizens-or from their chil¬ 
dren! Thus i am a German citizen AND 
an American one, through a quirk of 
the laws of both countries. 

Okay. But the question that is weigh¬ 
ing heavily on me today is—do i WANT 
to be a German citizen? I mean, tech¬ 
nically i already AM, whether i care to 
be or not, but the German govern¬ 
ment doesn't know about it yet, be¬ 
cause my birth was never registered 
with them. Shall i tell them? And if i do, 
then what? 

Yes, it's the Nazi regime that's on my 
mind. Yes, i know that most Germans 
today are either innocent of those 
atrocities or regret them. (Or so they 
SAY...) Yes, i know that you can't 
blame an entire nation for the work 
carried out by the demonic few, and 
many years ago at that. 

BUT... 

Leaving the rest unsaid... 

Catherine yrcnwcde- 
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The planet “Arena” is a vast desert area over all its surface. Only cer¬ 
tain beings specially adapted for this kind of climate can survive in this 
world. My presence here is due to those beings— or rather I should say 
“animals”—although I don’t like that word because of its pejorative tone. 



It seems anachronous to think that water, so scarce on “Arena,” was 
practically my normal element on earth and that it was I myself, moved 
by the circumstances, who provoked such a change in my environment. 



story and art: RAFE NEGRETE 


translated by: BRUCE TILDEN 




My name is Helen Slowsky, and I am a biologist. Four years ago I obtained permission from the M.R.A. to carry out 
experiments with dolphins at Marineland. My purpose was to succeed in establishing a system of communication between 
dolphins and myself; I selected Finny, a male dolphin who possessed qualities favorable for carrying on the experiments. I 
demonstrated that the level of intelligence of the dolphin was greater than was supposed and that it was capable of reasoning 
and of speaking on the level of a six-year-old child. 





My discovery allowed me to reach a deep level of 
understanding of Finny and, through him, of his species. I 
was surprised by his extreme sensitivity, his deep capacity 
for emotion ... this precisely was the cause of what hap¬ 
pened later, when Finny finally declared openly his love 
and his desire to be my mate. That surprising cir¬ 
cumstance produced a real problem for me, and I decid¬ 
ed to leave and hand over the work to Dr. Henderson, 
who suggested that we should put a female dolphin in the 
tank with him, hoping in that way to solve the problem. 


But the results were null. Finny ignored his new companion 
and repeatedly asked for me. We agreed that the best thing to do 
was to let some time go by, hoping that Finny would finally forget 
about me. 1 asked for my transfer to “Arena” to continue my 
studies of animal communication, working this time with a certain 
species of mammal known as Hip-Fib, of unusual intelligence. 
However, I kept in almost daily contact with Henderson to follow 
Finny’s progress back home. 




The results were invariably negative. He kept on asking for me with anxious urgency. One day Henderson called me' the 
tone of his voice allowed the gravity of the news to peep through before he spoke: Finny had comitted suicide Henderson 
wishing to bnng about a hasty resolution to the situation, had had the stupidity to tell him that I had died in an accident Finny 
jumped out of the tank that night... by morning he was lifeless. The news affected me deeply. I had grown fond of Finny and I 
couldn t avoid a feeling of guilt; perhaps my own conduct had been wrong. I should have reasoned with Finny and made him 
see the impossibility of our love. I learned my lesson ... and now I have the opportunity to put it into practice The male Hip-Fib 
subject of my experiments, transmitted to me yesterday his first words, “I love you.” 




